The distribution of metastases in the liver. A quantitative postmortem study.
Seventy-five livers with metastases were cut sagitally into 1 cm thick slices. A total number of 11,581 metastases sections was exactly mapped. There was an average of 154 metastases sections per liver. The average diameter of the metastases was 1 cm. 40% of the metastases reached to the hepatic surface, and 60% were invisible due to their deposition in the internal parenchyma. In 8% of the livers there were only superficial metastases (average 3.2 metastases), and in 12% were only deep metastases detected (average 2.6). The total number of superficial metastases increased with increasing diameter of the secondary tumors. An approximately homogeneous distribution of hepatic metastases within the liver parenchyma has been demonstrated.